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ABSTRACT

¥Water pollution in Samut Sakorn Province has, at present,
become a chronic problem, partly due to illegaly releases of
waste water by industrial factories into public waterways like
rivers, canals, or lakes despite the fact that there are two
pajor laws, namely, the Industrial Factory Act B.E. 2535 and
the National Environment Control Act B.E. 2535 prohibiting such
practices.

This thesis is, threrfore, aimed at studying the causes
of the problem. Is it because of some loopholes needed in
the existing Industrial Factory Act B.E. 2535 ? How can the
law be enforced effectively 7

The study reveals that : The Industrial Factory Act B.E.
2535 has some loopholes. For example, the Ministry Law No. 2
(B.E.2535), by this Act, requires the type 1 and type 2 factories
being in an appropriate location and environment. This is not

clear and causes some practical problems. By the Article 64, it is



not clear for the people who were damaged how to complain and
be compensated if they were violated'by the factory. They mnust
use the Penal Code instead. There are also some loopholes in

the Ministry of Industry "s announcements No.12, Section 22(14).

As for the- enforcement of the law, government officials
are found to be not very active and the officials are not enough
for the number of factories in the area, especially in Samut Sakorn
Province where there are only 5 officials to supervise and inspect
1,800 factorics !

On part of the industrial factories, many of them lack
technicians who have good understanding of the waste water treatment.
Most of the factories are small and wmedium in size and with small
revolving capital. They, then, resort to reducing expenses by not
operating the waste water treatment plant.

To make the matter worse, people living in the nearby area
do not seem to bother whether or not the factories discharge waste-
water into public waterways, even though they are directly affected.

In summary, the study reveals that the problem of water
pollution is still evident. Part of the problem is due to
enforcement of the Industrial Factory Act B.E. 2535. Government
officials,factory operators as well as the people 1living nearby
the factories are also partly to blame as they contribute to

the ineffective enforcement of the law.
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