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ABSTRACT

According to the Article 244 of the Constitution B.E. 2540, witnesses in criminal cases
are entitled to the following rights provided by the State :

1) The right to receive protection,
2) The right to receive proper treatment, and
3) The right to receive necessary compensation.

The study on the subject of the rights of witnesses in criminal cases was done through
research and analysis of the law, documentaries, statistics, example cases, together with
experience gained in the country and in foreign countries.

The result of the study suggests that :

1) Witnesses should have the right to receive protection from the state. Such a pro-
tection should include the protection of life and properties of the witness as well as those of
the witness' relatives. To protect the witness from danger also means that the witness and the
suspect are not allowed to confront each other. Necessary protective measures should also
be provided to avoid the confrontation during legal proceedings in the court. If necessary,
the witness' name and address should be changed for the witness' own safety. The protection
should start from the monent the witness accepts voluntarily to stand as a witness in court
and such a protection should be for full 24 hours.

2) The right to receive proper treatment should include a good care for the witness and
his/her family, such as ; providing a job and shelter, educating the offsprings of the witness
incase of his or her death, facilitating the witness in going to and from the court, and poviding
legal assistance when needed. A special treatment must be considered if the witness is a
juvenile or a woman. No abusing language should be allowed in coust if the witness is achild
or awoman. A Juvenile witness should be accompanied by a social worker or his/her parents
during a trial. If the witness is a woman in a sexual abuse case, a female investigator should
be assigned to do the job and no insulting language should be allowed.

3) The right to receive necessary compensation means that the witness should be paid
for the cost of transportation to and from the court, the loss of income during the court
proceeding, the cost of medical care, and the cost of job trainings. In the event of his/her
death, the family should get financial assistance in the form of funeral service fee, the rent,
and educational fund for his/her children. The witness who are state employee should get a
payment for the buy-back of the news.
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