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ABSTRACT

The objective of the study on the power of administrative
officers or police officers to search vehicles is to point out
problems and confusions with regard to the power of the State on crime
prevention and suppression against the human rights under the Thai
Constitution B.E.2540 of the people who own or occupy the vehicles.
The result of the study suggests that the existing law on this
matter should be changed or improved to meet the provision under the
Constitution and the current situation. At present, administrative
officers or police officers are confused whether or not they can still
conduct. the vehicle search the way they have been doing.

The author studied various law texbooks, research work, the
Supreme Court verdicts, and the actual problems faced while performing
duties and came to a conclusion that vehicles in the form of
automobiles could be classified into three categories according to
their usage as followed:

(1) automobiles used for travelling,



K

(2) automobiles used for transport of goods and passengers,
and

(3) automobiles used as temporary shelters while travelling or
resting while travelling on a long trip.

The search conducted on automobiles used in categories 1 and 2
in public place does not require a search warrant. However, a search
warrant is needed to conduct a search on automobiles used in category
3 and the authorities to conduct such a search should be limited to

administrative officers or police officers only.
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Probable cause requirement: Before beginning any search at all
under the automobile exception, the police must have probable
cause to believe that a moving vehicle, or a vehicle that has
temporarily stopped, contains the fruits or instrumentalities
of crime, evidence of crime, or contraband. [Carroll v. United

'State.supra,]
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"We have made a somewhat extended reference to these statutes
to show that the guaranty of freedom from unreasonable
searches and siezures by the Fourth Amendment has been con-
strued, practically since the beginning of the government, as

recognizing a necessary difference between a search of a store,
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dwelling house,or other structure in respect of which a proper
official warrant readily may be obtained and a search of ship,
motor boat, wagon, or automobile for contraband goods, where
it is not practicable to secure a warrant, because the vehicle
can be quickly moved out of the locality or Jjurisdiction in

which the warrant must be sought."
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