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ABSTRACT

The Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand, B.E. 2540, or which is known as
“the Constitution of the people™ was drafted because of the demand for public rights and
freedom as well as participation in proposing the opinions and in drafting the Constitution
itself. This Constitution constructs the mechanisms in promoting and protecting human
rights; the Constitutional Court, the Administrative Court and the Ombudsman. More
importantly, according to codes 199 and 200 of this Constitution, the National Human
Rights Commission was instituted to be the main mechanism to promote and protect
human rights of the Thai people.

This thesis aims to study the roles, authority and responsibilities of the National
Human Rights Commission with regard to problems relating to the violation of human
rights in Thailand. In other words, this study tries to find out how the commission proceeds
to promote and protect human rights including problems which relate to the roles,
authority and responsibilities of the National Human Rights Commission. In turn, the
purpose of this study is to propose the ways to improve the procedure. The methods used
in this study are documentary research and field research by collecting information
relating to the National Human Rights Commission and studying whether the roles,
authority and responsibilities of the National Human Rights Commission are limited or not.

From the study, it is found that the National Human Rights Commission bears
the roles, authority and responsibilities in promoting and protecting the human rights in

certain ways. The National Human Rights Commission encourages the people to respect




human rights and examines and proposes measurements to solve human rights violations.
The National Human Rights Commission also has the right to suggest the legislators in
improving the law to promote and protect human rights. Mareover, the study found that to
run the procedures of the commission to promote and protect human rights, the
commission has limited authority and does not have its own authority to proceed in some
cases. For example, in the case that the measurements proposed by the commission are
not amended, the further procedures need to be proceeded by the authority of the Prime
Minister and the parliament because of the limitation of the commission's authority under
the law.

Therefore, the working system of the commission regarding the authority and
responsibilities should be adjusted or improved. First, the provision of law should be
amended to be clear. Secondly, for subsidizing the cases that those who violate human
rights do not pay for as the remedy especially in cases when the state organizations or
agencies have been accused of committing the wrongful acts and in particular when a
case has been proposed to the Prime Minister and the parliament, but no action is taken.
The agency and the organization should be established to make the final decision and to
reexamine cases. Therefore, the National Human Rights Commission can truly become the

organization functioning to promote and protect human rights more effectively.
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