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ABSTRACT

Scientific and technological progress and innovation of our time have created great changes from
the past. Medical science is no exception. Medical scientists attempt to fine out how to “defeat death” or to
prolong the patient’s life with the aid of medical equipment. Even at the last stage of the patient’s life, medical
equipment is used to diagnose the disease and assist the physician in curing the illness, making the patient live
longer. But with such medical progress, sometimes one important person is not taken into account — the
patient, who has the right to his dignity, even when his death is eminent.

“Death” is one evitable nature for every man. In the course of his life, man is so used to the laws
of nature he experiences everyday that death seems far away of irrelevant to life. We often place our death in
the hands of “experts” or physicians as well as medical technology, giving them the responsibility to do
everything to help us prolong our lives or evade death. But physicians may not always consider the desire or
intention of the patient and his family — whether they wish to use medical equipment to prolong the patient’s
life or to deny its aid and let the patient die in a natural way.

In Thailand, although “euthanasia” is not often an issue at present, there is a tendency that it may
become one in future. One problem is that laws concerning euthanasia still do not exist in our country. This
certainly means that if an act of euthanasia is performed by a physician, he may be guilty of murder.

The patient’s right to die is the main issue I will explore in this research, especially in cases that
the patients cannot be cured of their illnesses, or what we call “hopeless cases”. The research will consider
whether these hopeless patients have the right to die in a natural way, without the aid of medical equipment,
whether it is their legitimate right to make a conscious decision to die, and whether this right should be

protected by law, and thereby respecting value and dignity of human life.



This research explores various possible options for cases of euthanasia and offers ways to protect
the right of the “hopeless patient” as well as the right of the physician who attempts to cure him and his
relatives who may have to make a decision for him when he is no longer conscious. Special laws should be

made to address this issue in order to maintain public morals as well as order and peace in society.
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