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Thesis Title A Content Analysis on the Government Pharmaceutical

Organization in Thai Newspapers

Name Miss Ngamjit Khamproah
Thesis Advisor Assoc. Prof. Dr. Thanawadee Boonlue
Department Business Communication Arts
Acadamic Year 1998

ABSTRACT

The research objective is to study the volume, style and direction of news reporting
in nine Thai newspapers and to investigate the editors, chief reporters and reponers. ideas on
their criteria of news selection. Problems and factors affecting reporting of information on the
Government Pharmaceutical Organization were also explored by mean of indepth interview.

Content analysis was used 10 study on 9 Thai newspapers of the year 1997 to
199, by purposive sampling method.

It was found that all 9 subjects publicized information on the Government
Pharmaceutical Organization in total of 177 items in the printed areas of 6,800.10 square
inches. The popular newspapers presented news items, photos release and news articles more
distinctively than did the business newspapers. The reports emphasized on news items in both
number and printed area, followed by photos release. Articles were at least presented in term
of quantity but covered more printed area than photo release. Apart from this, all 9
newspapers publicized the most of positive information, followed by negative und neutral
information respectively. The popular newspapers gave larger space to the positive reporting
and negative direction than did the business newspapers while the business newspapers gave
larger space to the reporting of neutral direction. For the indepth interview of editors, chiet
reporters and reporters’ opinion, it was found that all 9 newspapers recognized the reporting
of news and information on medicine, health and sickness as the important factors contributing
to the quality of life and had direct impact to people. However, the dissemination of accurate

information on drugs, its usage and health is still too little. Most of published news are verv



likely from news gathering since the reporters feel that they are more accurate and impartial
than comparing to press release information by the organization. Besides, it is agreed that
executives should designate a policy emphasizing more on tranfering public communications.
In addition, public relations, press relations should be improved for the highest benetit to the

general public and also the favorable image of the Government Pharmaceutical Organization.
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