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Abstract

This study, “The Communication Process in the Revitalization of the Past:
The case of Phra Suphankalaya and Phantai Narasingha”, is a qualitative data research
project, employing content analysis and in-depth interviews. The objectives of this study
are to investigate the communication process in the revitalization of Phra Suphankalaya
and Phantai Narasingha. The context concerns analysis of objectives, motivation, role
and responsibility of the mass media in the communication process involving
the revitalization of Phra Suphankalaya and Phantai Narasingha.

This study finds that the communication process in the revitalization of
Phra Suphankalaya was initiated in 1996 by 2 groups, Luang Pu Ngoan group and
Medical Doctor Nalinee Phaibul group. Their communication means are print media,
such as paintings, calendars and books. {n addition, one type of mass media, namely
newspapers, play an important role in generating Phra Suphankalaya fever among
the population. The depicted characteristic of Phra Suphankalaya is that of the self-
sacrificing heroine. The most presented contexts are social and traditional context :
the issue of the public demand for history clarification. For the communication process
in Phantai Narasingha, the case was begun in 1944, during the Major General
Por Pibulsongkram period.The communication means appeared in the form of
a stage play. The play was so successful that the following generation of mass media
has revitalized the legend of Phantai Narasingha again and again in the form of movies
and television plays. Recently, the story of Phantai Narasingha was once again

revitaiized in the form of a television play. The depicted characteristic of Phantai



Narasingha is that of the highly honest hero. The most presented context concerns
economic context : the entertainment context.

The objectives and motivations of the mass media in the communication
process in the revitalization of the past for Phra Suphankalaya and Phantai Narasingha
are personal interest of mass media, news values and institutional policies.

For the roles and responsibilities of the mass media in the communication
process in the revitalization of the past for Phra Suphankalaya and Phantai Narasingha,
the case of Phra Suphankalaya demonstrates that the mass media play a role
in reflecting the belief in supernatural forces of Thai society, the high regard for
the Monarchy and the praise for devoted individuals. Nevertheless, they still can not
form social ethos because this part of history is incoherent.

The study of the Phantai Narasingha case finds that the mass media reflect
the cravings of Thai society for honest individuals. However, the amount of time was
too short for ‘the mass media to form social ethos. Furthermore, the mass media may
cause some deterioration in the society if they do not introduce some new materials.

The study also finds in the communication process in the revitalization of the
past for Phra Suphankalaya and Phantai Narasingha that the mass media have played
a role as the leader of social trend, such as putting forth the dispute about historical

discussion. The mass media have also played a role as the follower of social trend

in the sense that they have reintroduced the stories which people have r
interests via many communication means. Furthermore, the mass media were
perceived as a device serving businessmen's interest in their product promotions.
The study of the Phantai Narasingha case finds that the mass media have played roles
as the leader of social trend. For instance, one mass media group | produced
a television play to attract the interest of the population, while another group| presented
the production details of the television play. The latter group assumed the follower
position of the social trend. In this case, the mass media was not affiliated with any

interest group because they only offered something noble to the society.
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