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ABSTRACT

The thesis entitled “The Roles of the monks in Strengthening Cormununity: A
Case Study in Ban khun Communtiy , Amphur Hod, Chieng Mai province is a qualitative
research aimed to study the roles of the monks whose discourses and leading roles in the
communication process were believed to have empowered a community, developed a self-
sustaining economy and cultivated a salvation village as well. The study emphasized the
encoding and decoding process in the preaching of Buddhism and the source of power of
the monks.

It was found that the monks, especially the abbot of Wat Ban Khun,
played the most important role in motivating the villagers to successfully construct a
strong community . He was well supported in his mission as the consequence of historical
and demographic background of Ban Khun villagers whose religion is 100 percent
Buddhism and who possessed the lore depicting a hero who fought against any injustice.
It was also found that the monk’s power derived from his réspectable status, his religious
network, and his personal characteristics for example his high respectable status, his
religious network, his high religious and secular educational background, his preaching
experience, his clear stated ideology and purposes, his endurance in every hard time, his
sympathy, and his dedication to the people.

In communicating to strengthen the community the interpersonal communication
was mostly used, reinforced by special and traditional media, while the mass media played

the least important role. The monks related with the people by visiting them form door to




door. opening “ Kalayanamitra Home”, linking networks with Wat Phra Dhammakaya and
many others wats in the surrounding area among these official and private organizations
were included.

Moreover, it was found that the monks’ communication strategy included
5 methods. They were, introducing various religious activities, full emphatic reinforcement,
simple message transmitting, full follow-up, and a usage of symbols in motivating senses
of belonging and sharing in the community.

It was also found that the message decoding of villagers, and government
officers corresponded with the encoders, although some negotiations and reconstructing of
new meanings were found when some issues came up. Some guides for the monks are
that their missions to any communities must begin with a full analysis of the villagers’
background. At the same time the monks must devote to their ideals, dedicate themselves

to the services, endure any hardship, while maintain supports from the government.
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“ Returning to square one, the 'something further' required is the moral impulse which
creates a sense of conumon interests and identity. This is not something that can be expected to
emerge simply as a result of individuals and people coming to have more contact with one
another, because such contact need not generate the essentially moral consciousness of common
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1dentity that is required. It could, generate incomprehension or hated"

' Chris Brown, The global Transformation Reader, An Introductions to the globallisation

Debates; edited by David held and Onthony Mcgrew, Policy Press,2000, p. 454
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nguthilszguImsnsegnsedas (Gatekeeper Theory)
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Intra-individual gatekeeping process model
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