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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research are to study the exposure behavior to Thai songs of
“Suntharaporn” era among Bangkok citizens as well as the use and gratification obtained from
such exposure. This study is basically a survey research, using questionnaires as tools for

collecting data. The sample group consist of a total of 383 people living in Bangkok.

At the completion of the study, the findings are as follows.

1. As regards the demographic characteristics of Bangkok citizens who expose to
Thai songs of “Suntharaporn™ era, both male and female are equal in number. Their ages range
from 31-50 years old. The majority of them are government officials/ state enterprise employees,
holding bachelor’s degrees. Their income rates are 15,001-20,000 baht per month.

2. As regards their exposure behavior to Thai songs of “Suntharaporn” era, it is found
that they enjoy listening to the music from the radio at home/residence. The duration of exposure
is over 8 months on a continuous basis. The frequency of exposure is irregular. Sometimes they
listen attentively to the music, and at other times they do not.

3. The gratification obtained from exposure to Thai songs of “Suntharaporn” era can
be grouped into 4 variables, namely, knowledge, emotional experience relating to
aesthetics/appreciation, credibility/confidence/security/acceptable status, and means of escapism. It
is found that all variables have positive aspects. In particular, Thai songs of “Suntharaporn” era
bring about unity, harmony and joy to members of the family. For a moment, Bangkok citizens can

forget the hardship of their lives.




4. The use of exposure to Thai songs of “Suntharaporn” era can be grouped into 5
variables, namely, favorite pastime, amusement, recreation, knowledge and interaction with other
people. It is found that the use of exposure to Thai songs of “Suntharaporn” era among Bangkok

citizens is a combination of all 5 aspects.
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