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Abstract

A study of “Information Seeking for Voting of Thai Senators” has two main
objectives, namely, (1) to examine Thai senators’ behaviors of seeking, receiving and exchanging
information from various communication media used for casting their votes, and (2) to examine
various factors that may influence their information seeking and voting behaviors.

The study is based on a survey of 200 Thai senators elected to the House of Senate
according to the 1997 Constitution.

Owing to absence of some senators a number of 191 senators were available and had
been selected for this study.

According to this study, a large majority of Thai senators are males with high ages;
most of them graduated with a bachelor’s degree followed by a master’s degree with a few
graduated with a doctoral degree. Most senators (35 per cent) earned their income from monthly
salaries and allowances and about 10 per cent earned their monthly income of over 200,000 baht.

~ The study found that Thai senators were aware that people have a high expectation
from their performances in screening legislations and supervising administrative works of the
government. The senators were also found to show keen interest in seeking and receiving
information from various sources for use in their voting on various issues. The study showed that
the senators were highly exposed to news and information from the mass media, especially from
newspapers and television, followed by radio. However, the senators had only a limited access to
Internet information due largely to limited use of computers. Mast senators have extensively used
interpersonal communication channels, particularly group discussion and deliberations in the
house, for making their decision.

As for socio-economic status factors, it was found that male senators were moue
interested in and exposed to media information then female senators. Young and highly educated

senators were more likely to seek information for voting than the elder and less educated ones.




Likewise, senators with higher income would expose themselves more to media information than
the lower income earners. However, political experiences were found to have only limited effect

on the senators’ information behaviors.
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