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ABSTRACT

The research on “Esthetic Discourse Analysis on Advertising of Women Magazines”
aims to study components of disScourse, creations of esthetic meaning and reflection on genders
from the esthetic discourse analysis on advertising of three Thai women magazines and three
foreign woman magazines in Thai version, a total of six magazines. Fifty advertising articles were
collected. The Qualitative Research Method was applied by analyzifig contents and conducting
in-depth interview on three scholars on woman studies, advertising producers and psychologists
in terms of attitudes towards the esthetic discourse on advertising of women magazines. It was
found from the research that:

1. For the components of the esthetic discourse on advertising of women magazines
which comprise picture and paralanguage, some outstanding characteristics in the form of
representatives were selected to identify the knowledge frame of the society. There were two
distinguished characteristics for person pictures that are (1) famous persons (2) western women.
The bodies of women were also used. The advertising presented person pictures rather than only
product pictures because person pictures were more attractive than product pictures. With regard
to the paralanguage, formats of alphabet sizes, either big or small, and interesting motions were

focused.



2. The creations of esthetic meaning on advertising of women magazines via the process
which women was coded and defined by emphasizing on esthetic and marketing strategies, one
full page rather than 2 special pages, were applied. With regard to picture meanings, femininity
was presented and connected between relationships and consumption signals appeared on women
magazines. Implicated meaning of products was transferred such as use of woman body and
presentation of imported products, etc. The Branding was mainly focused by communicating
symbols of famous products together with using piCtures of western women representing western
aesthetics. This aimed tofcreate belief in perfect and ideal aesthetics. In addition, contents on
advertising also created meaning which encourages women to adhere to aesthetic principles.
Advertising contents emphasized on aesthetic problems and provided explanation on benefit of
aesthetic process. On the other hand, such advertising contents/did not mention any side effect of
such process.

3. According to attitudes of scholars on woman studies,‘advertising producers and
psychologists in terms of attitudes towards the esthetic discourse on advertising of women
magazines, scholars on woman studies and psychologists believed that advertising affected
thinking process of women and repeating of representation. Advertising limited the belief that
aesthetic was with women with the purpose of inducing women’ beliefs and<practices to
emphasize on aesthetics. Hence, women would consider aesthetic:was essential. In addition, they
believed that discourse reflected power relationship while advertising producers believed that
aesthetic advertising is a hope on esthetic for women. They did not agree with advertising
focusing of woman bodies or nude. Norms of Thai should be taken into consideration. As a result,
such attitudes were not in accordance with the research results of esthetic discourse on advertising
of Thai women magazines and foreign women magazines in Thai version which were using too

much woman bodies in advertising.



4. With respect to reflection on genders from esthetic discourse on advertising of women

magazines, woman status was determined by societies based on bodies and gender inequality

which wome more attention on their appearances to attract men. Presentation of

ender in magazines affected the creation of their appearances.

mption cultures which have the power
eties. Hence hetics are the power relationship
between women with standard

by media and wome hout standards presented by

media.
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