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Textile: Reflection of Thai traditions

By Emeritus Professer Wattana Chudhavipata

Summary

The objective of the research is to study the reflection of woven textile in view of Thai
traditions through the manufacturing process, distinct design Northern part, North eastern part and
southern part of Thailand. Results of the study is expected to be beneficial to the costume and
jewelry designs inclusive of the conservation methodology and the use in today daily lives.

The research reveals that woven textile in Thailand can be categorized in 2 groups : - the
raw materials and the manufacturing process plus pattern have been transferred within the family
from one generation to another since childhood. These skills and design pattern are evolved
through the weaver’s experiences in times, forming personal identity of each clan resided all over
the country. Woven textile reflects the Thai life and Thai society in each part of the country. This
includes the relationship between traditions and various rituals from birth to death. At present,
woven textile has already been adapted for daily life use with modern costume designs.
Conservation of woven textile is, therefore, a necessity by both the both the public sector and

private sector.
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