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ABSTRACT

The criminal law and the administration of justice are very important
and necessary to society. Both the substantive and procedural laws contain the legal
principles which provide justice to the victims, the offenders and the public. In the
administration of justice, the courts of first instance have been established in both
Bangkok and all provinces of the country to try the cases brought before them. Under
the constitution, members of the public regardless of whether they live in urban or
rural areas are supposed to have equal access to the judicial process. However, due to
the policy on management of human resources of the judicia service. the judge who
has just begun his career and very junior will be assigned to the provincial courts and
after awhile, he will be moved closer to the center, which is Bangkok. The senior
judges are generaly appointed to the various courts in Bangkok itself or neighboring

provinces or major provinces. Such human resources management policy results in



members of the public in distant provinces who have cases in courts are likely
encounter junior. inexperienced judges than senior, experienced judges. The policy
which appoints the very senior and experienced judges to the courts in the capital city
leads to the centralization of judicial power, causing discrepancy in the provision of
justice to people in urban and rural communities, contrary to the principle of equal
accessto the judicial processenshrined in the Constitution.

Apart from the judicial service, the public prosecution service and the
police service also havethe same or similar human resources management policy.

After carrying out study and research, including questionnaires
forwarded to members of various professions for response, it was found that those
responding to the questionnaires were in agreement in the change in the recruitment,
the appointment and the promotion of judicial service personnel. The judicial service
personnel in the urban and rural communities should consist of both junior and senior
personnel and the public interest shall be the goal in the administration of justice.

From the study, research and the questionnaires mentioned above, the
authors wish to recommend that all agencies involved in the administration of justice
should improve their co-operation and co-ordination of works. The appointment and
assignment of personnel in the administration of justice must take into account the
public interest as well as other factors, not just the consideration that such person has
been assigned and worked in distant, undevel oped area and should be assigned to work
in more developed area. In addition, al the agencies must develop the same
philosophy in the administration of justice and a joint committee should be set up to
facilitate the co-operation and co-ordination of works to ensure the fair and efficient
administration of justice and to eliminate the discrepancy in the urban and rural

communities.
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